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HEALTH BRANCH
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES AND HOSPITAL INSURANCE

PARLIAMENT BUILDTNGS

vlcToRtA, B.c. IN REPLY REFER TO FILE NO.,,,..-...

July J, L973
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Greater Vancouver Regional District, Planning Board,
2291+ \rlest l-0th Avenue,
Vancouver, B.C.

Dear Mrs. Payne:

Please find enclosed a copy of the suggested
guidelines for groups v,rishing to establish care for children
under three years of ap4e.

The guidelines are the result of research and
deliberations b1,' the Committee for Under 3 t s. Their proposal
has been submitted to the Comrnunity Care Facilities Licensing
Board for 1tr s consideration.

We would appreciate your colnments and suggestions,
as you have actively par"ticipated in existing Under 3 Centers,
under a special Pilot Project approved by the Board.

Please send your vielvs to the Corn:nunity Care Facilities
Licensing Officer, Department of Health Services and Hospital
Insurance, Parliament Buildings, Vicl;oria, 8.C., &t your earliest
convenience o
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C4W. Gorby
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Executive Offlcer
Community Care Facilities Board
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flEAtTH is o stote of COMPLETE physicol, menlol ond sociol well -being
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In r*rriewing stanciarCs for Day Care Cenires foi infents and childrerr

under tl.;ee years of age, :ire Cornc'ri'Ltee ieli that thc A:lerican Acedemy of

Pediatrics Commitr"ee cn infant and Pre-School Chlld St.andards for Day Care

Centres for Infants and Cirildrsn Under Ths:a Years of ,rge1 published i97I,

came very close to providing tha guicielines this Connittee feels are

important to consider in the establishnent of centr--s of this type.

A11 applications. should be made thrcugh 'Lhe

and be accompanied by a floor plan of the area to be

and the constitution of the society (if one has been

local lleali,h ofiice,

usad, a proposed budget,

forrned. )

A lvritten submission by the appl!cant, outlining the need for

service, proposed staffingr and program rrust acconpany the application,

(Supporting recotrnendations from the Iocai Health ancl H'unan R*sources office

rviIl i:e obtained by the Conrm:nity Care Facilities Liccnsing of f ice. )

Premises nust meet all lvlunicipal and Provinc!al applicable

by-Iaws pertaining to Fire, Health, Zoning, and Building regulations.

Parental lnvolvement in nanagement and encour3gement of vclunteer

staff to augment specially.iraineci siaff is encourageci"

PHYSICAL STANDARDS

A. llot less than fo::ty-firre squars f*et of space for each child,

(tfris would aLiow for special sle*ping ereae plus equipment")

Separate area r"or slaeping must be aveilable. Sletping

amangements should be suited to indi.ridual naeds.

Ground floor, low windbws, well lit, ad:quate heating and

easily cleaned floor ccvering should be usedo

The play room should open on to a fenced, equipped play

B.

C.

D.

yard.
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!' Totar capaciiy in any orle gx3up shourd be lirnited to twei.,ze

child-ren, and for t,his nurnber there nust be one toiret and one

hanci basin. rn acicition, co,anocie or por,i,y chairs ar.e acceolabie

to augarent toiL,:t faciliiies.

su!'labr--' .:hangirrg tabie :eust b: providaci fcr tirose noi toilet
trairred, a;-rd prcpgr JisoosaL area .ior soiLr,.cl cl,:r.,,1i.nq.

G. individual s'loiage spaces for crothes shou!ii be availablr,

Provisions should be rnade fcr individual ioi.lrt articlas.

sTAF=clNG

A' Applicants for supervisory positions wirr be aporoved on an

individual basis. Suitabla candidates are tire Nursery lJurses

fron Great Bri'tian, Deru.nark or sweciln wiih infant training,
or canadian i,iothercraft frorn Toronto with additional courses

obtained in tsritish colunbia in preschoor training, sirnilar
trai:ri.rrg receive'j flcn cther sources lyiil. be consicjersd.

B. Assistants n:ust have some giounding in child development and

early chi1.i;rood education, coup3.ed with a knowledge of good

physicar care and prcvious experience with children in this
ags group"

C. A staff ratlo of one to four is r'ecornmenciedrr,,ri'th ona supe.rvisor

and tivo assistants for a group of twelve chi,rdren. These

chiLd-staff ratios shorrLd be corputed in r*ra.tion tc full-time
chi.Id care acti.ri.ties and sxcrude other duties such as house

clelrning, record naintenanc: and cleaninq.

rn so far as possibie, the same adult should care for the same

child.

r
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A. Tirere sirall be a'rrritten iiealth Progran to include policies xe-

garding the following:

i) .{cl.rris:ir:n and on-golng r'.:eciica} care iniormation. This

shoull inclucle inrpoit,ant informa'bion regariing energencT ar:d

special h:alth needs.

ii) The program foe continuing supe:';!sion of heal'th needs should

ba e;.tablished in ccnjunction vrith ihe locai iiealth Department

or Unit office. Perriodic :ovi.er,vs of th* healih progxaln shculd

be und:rtaken to ensuis its inpleinentaticn and to assess the

need for nodificatlon.

iii) Arr-angements should be nade for ihe care of a chili who bacoines

iIl.

iv) Special consj.deration should be given to ths handling of

food,

v) Recor;is shoutd be kepi for each child including daiiy heaLtir

infornation. This infcrmation should be shared 'rith parents

at the ei:d of each day.

H0uRg

I{o cnild sha1l be in care }onger than ten hours a -day in this special

age group. Anangements ehould be naCe for ihe shortesi possible day for each

chiid.

EQIJIP{.L\I

Equipinent, materials, and furnishings should be provided for both

indoor and or:tdoor piay iha+, are sufficisntly varledr age relatedt

and adeqr.rate to meet the de'relcpmenial neads cf the children"

B. This equipment shall be of sturdyl safe constructionr easy to

clean and free from hazards"

Individual clean covering, sufficient to naintain comfort duri'ng

nap and slesping time must be provi-ded-

A.

c.
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Lists of equipment suitable for this age group are availabls from

the Community Care Facilities Licensing officer o; see bibliography attached

to this guideline.

Staggered.introduction to a eroupl lvi'fh parent attendantr should

be coryulsory. The Comnittee recogniz*d that not evely chi.Id is ready for

a group, and emphasizes 'that all placenents should be rnade with the best

interests of the child in nind.
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l.) Standards for Day Care Centres for Infants and Children Under Three
Years of ,{qq __ . _ -Published by Ar:rerican Academy of Pedriatricsr P. O. Box 1034r Evanstont
Illinois, 50204 (fgzf)

2.) infan! Care,Giv-iirq --:! lggigr*for.T{ainiqq
Author - AIice S, ilonig, .4ssistent Professor and Ronald Lallyr Associate
Professor, Family Developnrent Research Program, Syracuse University
Copywright L972. Pub1j.sh:d by liiedia Projects Incorporatedr I59 l'{est
53rd Streei, New York, New Ycrk

3. ) ChiLdrenjn ?jr\LSaLe llith Fccu-9-on-Hsalth
Auihor - I-aura Dittnan. U"S. Departnent of i{ealth, Educationr an{i
lYeIfare, Chil.dr*n!s Bureau, Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Govern-
rneni Piinting Of ficer l{ashi.ngtonl D"C. 2A4O2
Copywright 1967

4") A Djgrog:L;Ft-ign P.ci*c3-Ggo-!pJqar-e. of lgfuts aq* TdCler"s.June 1970
I:rstitute fcr ChiId and Famiiy De're},:Fment.
University of North Carclina, G:eansboral N'C.

The above books are a.railable on Loan from the Departrnent of Health Services
and Hospital lnsurance, Health Education Division, Parliament Buildingst
Victorial B, C.


