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Thef,ollowingchronol.ogydesbribestheeffortsoftheMentalPatients
AssociationtopurchasearrdestablishresidencesintheCityofVancouver
for ex-mentar pilients. rt is impossible to exaggerate tn: l::u 

for such

facilities, a need acknowledgea-Li all levels-of goverrunent and all mentar

health professionals. The events'aocurnented below, however' reflect the

de facto onstacies ptraced in the way of achieving this goal '

December,L[TL:ContactedMr.R.HennesseyofCentrallulortgageandHousing
Co4>oration regarding mortga?es on horlse-s--lo*Ot used as

residence" rot'"*-*tit"t pitients " we were inforrn'ed that

we would be eligible for such mortgages'

ranuary, Ls.?' ;::::l,t?'"lri$l:'::.t;::"r:::3";. t5:';":1"::1fl il:::::=
Vancouver (in an RS-l Zone) '

January , Lg72: Met with ur' D. Purdy, social Planning/community Develop-

roent and Mr. N' McClellan' Housing Co-ordinator' City of

Vancouver, t"giraing requirements for a Development Per-

rnit frorn the City of Vancouver and a Community Care Faci-
.litiesr,i.u,,".eiomtheProvincialDepartmentofHealth.

We were informed that because of the RS-l Zoning neiEh-

bours would ftu"u t" be notified by the City in order to

ebtain their agreament Lo our intencied use of the facility'
i.e", a rehabilitation facilitY'

January'.J,g72:Anofferwasmadeonthe46thAvenuehouseandanrnterim
Agreement aa n"t"f-t"se signea for a six-week peniod'

JanuarytLgT2:ApplicationwasmadetotheCityforaDevelopmentPer;.;.
*il f"t lnstitutional use of the facility'

January,L9.l2:Applicationformortgagefinancingwasmadetoc.M.H.c.

January,L972z}lPACcordinatorscanvassed'neighboursin16adjacent
houses in p"*putation for letter of notification from

City of vanco-uver Department of Licences and" Permits'

Verbal approval tt" ""t"ed 
from all but one neighbour '

hl.B. Error here vras failure to obtain written approval

from neighbours'

February, 1972t Inspection of hous-t 
?Y. "-t:1 "U 

Vancouver off icials
tBuiLding, Fire, Health "l:.) 

regarding Development Per-

mit and Communi-ty Care Fabilities 'Licence'

February'Ig72:Notifj.cationofMFA'sintendedusesenttorreighbou::sby
CitY of Vancouver

... ".2



FebruarY, L9722

FebruarY, L972:

February 1 19722

March, 19722

March, L9722

Marchr, L972t

March, 19722

April s L9722

May, 1972:

The following aPPJ-ications
ment Permit; 2) Cornmunity
3) C.M.H"C" mortgage.

were withdrawn: 1) DeveloP-
Care Facilities Licence; and
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Notification was sent to MPA from the Departrnent of
LicencesandPermitsstatingthatapetitionagainstour
application had been filed containing signatures of

more than 50 peoplet supposedly in the neighbourhood'

Sorne signatures ivere those of naighbours who had eartrier

given us verbal aPProval'

Met r,,rith Mr. M. Egan, Director of Social Planning'/Com-

munity DeveloS:meni ttqttaing advice on presentation of

application to the Technical Planning Board'

Met with atderman Rankin to solicit his support'

Re-canvassed neighbourhood and found that the "scare

campaign" leadini to the petition had been effective'
In fact, most of our earlier support had vanished" we

learned that our narlet Mental Patients Association'
r.igll.a heavily against us in the minds of the neighbours '

fnterim Agreernent €xpired' Owner refused to extend

agreement due to: 1) neighbours objections; and 2) the

extensive time period required to negotiate with an

organizationascomparedwithaprivateparty.At
this point we were defeated as regards the 46th Avenue

housel after the expenditure of hundreds of man-hours

of work.

Met with the following: city Health Department officials;
Miss McDermott, Direcior of the Provincial Boarding Home

Programt Miss lreland, Burnaby Mental Heal-th Centeri -"''

Miss Stinsonr Corununity Care Facilities Licensing; Mr'

Doug Purdyl socia| plairning'/community Development' and

others regarding advice on future strategy' Principal
advice was to consider the purchase of already licenced

facilities.

Began the search for a new house' one which- was already

Community Care Licenced' Several unsuccessfirl attempts

were made. C.M.H.C' indicated that purchase prices of

already licenced houses ($80r000 to $120'000) were beyond

consideratlon.

Further meetings were held with above named officiats ' vrho

then advised that we: 1) look for houses in RM or commer-

cial zoning in order to avoid requiring neighboursn

approval; 2) appty for a Development Permit for Roarding

llouse rather th-an rnstitution use; 3) drop alI "rehabili-
tation" progranis from stated use; and 4) change our

name" There are important reasons for us lg to change
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our nelme' but we did proceed to fo110w the first threesuggestions.

L972: condr:cted int'ensive search for appropriate house"
r'ocated idear' house at r"754 west llth Avenue, vancouver,which had been operated for 20 years by Children,s A'dSociety as a Boarding uouse. zoning is p,M_3

rnterim Agreement for purchase signed with Children,sAid Society.

Applied to C.M.H.C. for mortgaEe financing and suffici_ent monies to carry out alteiation" ,r."a.i io-*"u" currentCity requirements for Boardir.,g noo". ,r"" 
"

Inspection by C.M.H.C" officials.
C.M.H,C. approved, financing.

Following furt,her consultation with Mr. Doug purdyand Miss Myra Galens of so"i.i ptanning/Communicy
Development and Mr. N. r"rcCleiian, Housing Coordinator,application was made to the City of Vancouver for aDeveloprnent pelnit ror soaraiii nor'r"" .r"u. Concurrently,we filed the necessary pIan" urrA drawings which hadbeen prepared at o,r, ,uirr.; il the urban Design center.
On Mr. McClellan's advice, we contacted Mr. Gorbry ofCommunity Care Facilities'f,iceising to ensure that wedid not require a Community Care Licence. we receivedassurance from him that we-did not

october' 19722 city bf vancouver Health, Fire and euilding rnspectors.,,.,carried out inspection of the premises
November, Lg72z Because we had heard nothing from city Ha11 regardingdispositign of our appli."fio.,n we met with Mr. w"Graharn, Chairman of the Technical nfrr,r,i',f- Boar,l." whenwe discovered that: 1) 

""t-.if rnspectors, reports hadbeen submitted; and Zj afl"a-ia was virtually certainthat neighbours-qpuld, be notified prior-;;-;r, applicationbeing considerearnrTr-re tectrniear planning Board. rnview of earli'er inlormation- t"""irred from-rli =orr"u",ffr:'.$.i:ffff::t"**nt 
-';"";; 

that we '"'u ".,,,,ned bv

December, Lg72: A deed was registered and MpA became the owners of theproperty at 1754 West llth Avenue, Vancouver.
December, rg72: Because we had still heard nothing regarciing the dis-

May to July,

July' l972e

August, L9722

August, J-972s

September s Ig72z

October, 1972t

October, I9V2z

October, L9722
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position of our appLication, we contacted r4r. Mcc1ellan
and discovered that: 1) he had been notified three weeksearlier by letter from Mr. Gorbry that we were deemed tobe within the jurisdiction of the cornmunity care Facilities
Licensing Act; and 2) that our application was now beingtreated as an application for fnstitutional (nog eoardiig
House) use and that a further report from the-E-eaLth
Inspector was being awaited.

MPA. has demonstrated its ability to provide urgently needed caref,or ex-mental patients in home-like comrnunity residences. we have receivedgrants and support from all- levels of government, including the city ofvancouver. we are the only group in vancouver providing non-institutionalfacilities within the financial means of peopre discharged from mentafhospitals..

The City of Vancouve.r has given
very services in three rented houses.
E:.me-consurning and needless obstacles
gervi.ces in a house which we own?

us two Civic Grants to provide these
I^lley then is the City placing such

in the way of our providing identical

SureJ-y when such a demonstrably vitaL sociaL service is involved,we ought to be able to e><pect helpn and not impediments, from the civicGovernment.


